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Consulate General of Italy in Boston launches
The Fes�val of Italian Crea�vity, November 14-22, 2024

From November 14 to 22, the Consulate General of Italy in Boston is launching “The Fes�val of Italian Crea�vity”, 
an amazing range of cultural events (music, cinema, art, literature and theater), science, technology and business 
seminars, Italian language labs, food tas�ngs, inspira�onal guests and much more!
All of the events and programs in the Fes�val, organized in coopera�on with the October Italian American Heritage 
Month Commi�ee of Massachuse�s, are open to the public and free of charge with registra�on. The complete 
program of events is online at www.italyinboston.org and all events are available with a single registra�on.

The Fes�val is part of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs designa�on of Boston as “2024 Capital of Italian 
Crea�vity in the World”. “The Fes�val of Italian Crea�vity is an extraordinary opportunity to promote Italy and 
highlight the many connec�ons between Italy and Boston as well as celebrate the contribu�ons of the Italian 
American community to the historic and contemporary fabric of the city”, said Arnaldo Minu�, Consul General of 
Italy in Boston. 

• On Thursday November 14, the Opening Event features special guests renowned Italian comic ar�st Leo Ortolani 
and AI digital ar�st Mauro Mar�no.  The event will include the premiere of the AI-generated video “Boston 
Crea�vity Hub” by Mar�no dedicated to Boston and its unique dynamic of innova�on and knowledge, which makes 
it a true hub of crea�vity with an Italian touch. In addi�on, Leo Ortolani, the creator of the wildly popular Italian 
comic book hero “Rat-Man” will transport event-goers into this comic ar�st’s workshop.  The event takes place in 
Morris Auditorium in the Federal Reserve Building where the Consulate General of Italy is located at 600 Atlan�c 
Avenue, in Boston. Numerous other events will also take place at the Federal Reserve Building including 
cu�ng-edge laboratories born from Italian crea�vity on theater, robo�cs and innova�ve use of silk for middle and 
high school students, author recep�ons and book signings, organized by the Educa�on office of the Consulate 
General, headed by the Director Prof. Ivana Marroncelli.

• On Friday November 15 at 5pm, the Fes�val features renowned Italian authors Dacia Maraini and Marco 
Malvaldi for an enlightening discussion on crea�vity in literature, wri�ng and transla�on in the era of ar�ficial 
intelligence, moderated by Harvard Professor Elvira Di Fabio, translator of Maraini’s book “Tre donne”. The authors 
will share their perspec�ves on what it means to create and communicate in a world increasingly shaped by digital 
innova�on. The event also hosts the Award Ceremony of the “24th Week of the Italian Language in the World”. 
Students from schools and universi�es of the New England region were encouraged to explore 

-more-



the connec�on between language and literature by reading and interpre�ng in an original way some of the most 
interes�ng authors in the Italian publishing. Dacia Maraini and Marco Malvaldi, who were on the reading list for the 
contest, will present the awards. 
  
• On Saturday November 16 at 7:30pm, a cap�va�ng concert of opera and jazz takes place at the New England 
Conservatory, Jordan Hall, on Hun�ngton Avenue. Billed as a “A Symphonic Jazz Explora�on of Timeless Italian 
Arias”, this grand premiere will feature an extraordinary collabora�on of talents across jazz, gospel, and classical 
music, a true crea�ve encounter between American and Italian music tradi�on. Presented by Marco Pignataro and 
the Berklee Contemporary Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Maestro Julius P. Williams, the concert features 
such illustrious musicians as Kenny Werner, Ron Savage, Marco Pignataro, Ron Carter and Joe Lovano.

• On Sunday, November 17 at 5:30pm, the Fes�val presents the kickoff of its Italian Film Series with the screening 
of “Romeo è Giulie�a”, one of the latest movie gems from Italy! Experience contemporary storytelling, fresh 
perspec�ve and cap�va�ng visuals that showcase the best of Italy’s new film produc�ons.  Presented by the Italian 
Ministry of Culture project “Italian Screens”, the series offers an opportunity to immerse in the vibrant world of 
Italian cinema.  Movies are in Italian with English sub�tles. The screening take place at Boston University’s Law 
Auditorium at 767 Commonwealth Avenue in Boston.  

• On Tuesday November 19 through Thursday November 21, for three consecu�ve days, the Fes�val hosts full days 
of seminars, forums and networking events on a range of topics, including Life Sciences; Climate, Sustainability and 
Energy; and Advanced Materials, Manufacturing, Robo�cs and Space, Organized by Prof. Paolo Gaudenzi, Science 
and Technology Counselor of the Consulate General. These seminars and forums highlight Italian crea�vity in 
science, technology and business in the Boston ecosystem. They will offer the opportunity to interact closely with 
an extensive roster of businessmen, professionals, university educators, professors, scien�sts and innovators from 
both Boston and Italy. This unique networking opportunity is meant to provide a valuable pla�orm to connect, 
learn, and grow. It’s a chance to build rela�onships, gain insights from science and industry leaders, and explore 
pathways to future success. During the three days the broad and mul�faceted interac�on in science, technology 
and business between Italy and US will be highlighted. Italian excellence in science, technology, startups, and 
innova�on will be showcased through the presence of delega�ons coming directly from Italy. This gathering offers 
a unique chance to experience firsthand the cu�ng-edge advancements and entrepreneurial spirit that define 
Italy's contribu�ons to these fields.
The Italian Na�onal Space Day will also be celebrated with special par�cipa�on of Cor. Walter Villadei, the last 
Italian Astronaut to reach the Interna�onal Space Sta�on and of top managers of major Italian space companies.
Networking lunches will feature the par�cipa�on of Chef Mario Marini of ALMA, the School of Italian Culinary Arts, 
and will celebrate the IX Week of Italian Cuisine in the World. 

• On Tuesday November 19 and Wednesday November 20 the seminars and forums each day will conclude with 
cultural performances.  On Tuesday, there will be a theatrical performance and reading of “Il Principe di 
Machiavelli”, “The Prince of Machiavelli” by Manuele Morgese of TeatroZeta with live music curated by the Boston 
Conservatory.  On Wednesday, a�endees will be treated to “Il Belpaese: A tribute to Giacomo Puccini”, “The 
Beau�ful Country (Italy)”, a tribute on the occasion of 100 years of his passing, featuring some of his most beau�ful 
opera 
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From November 14 to 22, the Consulate General of Italy in Boston is launching “The Fes�val of Italian Crea�vity”, 
an amazing range of cultural events (music, cinema, art, literature and theater), science, technology and business 
seminars, Italian language labs, food tas�ngs, inspira�onal guests and much more!
All of the events and programs in the Fes�val, organized in coopera�on with the October Italian American Heritage 
Month Commi�ee of Massachuse�s, are open to the public and free of charge with registra�on. The complete 
program of events is online at www.italyinboston.org and all events are available with a single registra�on.

The Fes�val is part of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs designa�on of Boston as “2024 Capital of Italian 
Crea�vity in the World”. “The Fes�val of Italian Crea�vity is an extraordinary opportunity to promote Italy and 
highlight the many connec�ons between Italy and Boston as well as celebrate the contribu�ons of the Italian 
American community to the historic and contemporary fabric of the city”, said Arnaldo Minu�, Consul General of 
Italy in Boston. 

• On Thursday November 14, the Opening Event features special guests renowned Italian comic ar�st Leo Ortolani 
and AI digital ar�st Mauro Mar�no.  The event will include the premiere of the AI-generated video “Boston 
Crea�vity Hub” by Mar�no dedicated to Boston and its unique dynamic of innova�on and knowledge, which makes 
it a true hub of crea�vity with an Italian touch. In addi�on, Leo Ortolani, the creator of the wildly popular Italian 
comic book hero “Rat-Man” will transport event-goers into this comic ar�st’s workshop.  The event takes place in 
Morris Auditorium in the Federal Reserve Building where the Consulate General of Italy is located at 600 Atlan�c 
Avenue, in Boston. Numerous other events will also take place at the Federal Reserve Building including 
cu�ng-edge laboratories born from Italian crea�vity on theater, robo�cs and innova�ve use of silk for middle and 
high school students, author recep�ons and book signings, organized by the Educa�on office of the Consulate 
General, headed by the Director Prof. Ivana Marroncelli.

• On Friday November 15 at 5pm, the Fes�val features renowned Italian authors Dacia Maraini and Marco 
Malvaldi for an enlightening discussion on crea�vity in literature, wri�ng and transla�on in the era of ar�ficial 
intelligence, moderated by Harvard Professor Elvira Di Fabio, translator of Maraini’s book “Tre donne”. The authors 
will share their perspec�ves on what it means to create and communicate in a world increasingly shaped by digital 
innova�on. The event also hosts the Award Ceremony of the “24th Week of the Italian Language in the World”. 
Students from schools and universi�es of the New England region were encouraged to explore 

arias.  The program will be presented by Ar�s�c Director Nicolas Gius� of the Boston Conservatory, with the special 
par�cipa�on of Soprano Annalisa Raspagliosi.

• On Friday, November 22, the Fes�val concludes with the “Gala of Italian Crea�vity” star�ng at 6:00pm at the 
SoWa Power Sta�on and providing an opportunity to honor the significant contribu�ons of the Italian-American 
community to the growth and success of America. The event will recognize four remarkable local Italian Americans, 
who have excelled in their areas of exper�se, for their decades of leadership and crea�vity: Karyn Polito, former 
Massachuse�s Lieutenant Governor for her years of public service; Joseph Campanelli, CEO of Needham Bank for 
business leadership; Joseph Loscalzo, M.D., Ph.D. for his successes in medicine, and David Manfredi, CEO and 
founding principal of Elkus-Manfredi for architecture.

Thanks to the coopera�on between the Consulate General and major local cultural ins�tu�ons, like the Boston 
Conservatory, other events in the framework of the celebra�on of Boston Capital Crea�vity in the world will soon 
be announced.

-End-

Editors Note: 

• Media are invited to a�end the Fes�val events.  Please register online and RSVP to the Media Contacts above. For 
Security reasons, events at the Federal Reserve Building require a 48-hour advance RSVP.

• Headshots and addi�onal bio informa�on of speakers, special guests and honorees are available on request.

• Interviews are encouraged with Arnaldo Minu�, Consul General of Italy in Boston; Paolo Gaudenzi, Science and 
Technology Counselor, Consulate of Italy in Boston; and Ivana Marroncelli, Educa�on Office Director, Consulate of 
Italy in Boston.  Interviews may also be arranged with par�cipant, speakers and others. 
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